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EVANGEZICAL. 
SORIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS, 
consisting No. X. 
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
hey may have right tothe tree of life, and may en- 
oy in through the gates into the city.—Rev. xxi. 14. 
In reading the book of Revelation, which, as a 
earned commentator observes, may be called ad 
syelation of symbols ; an exhibition of enigmas, to 
which no particular solution is given, and to which 
sod alone can give the solution” we are liable to 
rr in several Ways; but more particularly so, either 
py limiting the sense to a much narrower circle than 
yas originaily intended, or by extending it to events, 
nich would render the visions destitute of practical 
suction, to those, for whose benefit it must have 
een designed. In the following remarks, we hope 
, avoid those extremes, and illustrate the above 
assage in a manner calculated to instruct and edify 
truth and righteousness, those who read in a spirit 
flove to the Lord Jesus and to his followers, 
Afier a patient and prayerful examination of this 
ortion of the Scriptures, we are convinced beyond 
reasonable doubt, that 1t was the principal design 
{the writer of the apocalypse, to set forth the advan- 
| zes resulting from obedience tu the commands of 
; esus, by the figurative or syasbolic language which 
eemploys. To profit by the passage, therefore, 
e must consider what is, at the least computation, 
mbraced, in doing the commands of Christ; and 
. en, extnbit the blessings whieh are sure to foliow. 
| }. “ Blessed are they that do his commandments ;” 
Bhich must of necessity embrace REPENTANCE, 
s aira and cuariTy. Jesus commenced his public 
bois, as “the minister of the true tabernacle,” by 
u ying, * Repent ye, and &alieve the gospe! for the. 
: ingdom of heaven is at hand.” His servants said,{ 
Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your 
ns nay be blotted out.” Nothing can be more un- 
yangelical than for people to pretend to repent 
I. crimes Which they never committed, and reform 
‘i om vices to which they never were inclined or ad- 
4 cted, Each individual, being convinced of his 
vn sinfulness, must repent, reform, and bring forth 
i uits accordingly. -Peter could not effectually re- 
ne nt for the treachery of Judas ; nor yet, the traitor, 
uy rthe profanity and denial of Peter. The object 
‘ repentance is “to turn every one of you from 
s iniquities.”” 
to To believe the gospel, is synonymous witn having 
| thin Christ, asthe one mediator between God 
ni dimen.” Ye believein God,” said Jesus, “ be- 
a- vealso in me.’ Itis natural for those who are 
elied down under a deep sense of divine goodness, 





- dare led to hate sin with a perfect hatred, to con- 
wu ein him”? who went about doing good,” and whose 
" and was, “to save his people from their sins.” 
he 











€ penitent soul having been taught the first lesson 
evangelical piety, will experience in every in- 
nce of obdedience, the truth, worth and excellence 
the Saviour’s precepts, and, hence, from the 
ngs seen and known, trust implicitly in him, foi 
Faccomplishiuent of greater things, seen only by 
eye of faith, and known only, because declared 
he unerring Teacher. 

e have not room, vor would it be necessary if 
had, to enlarge upon the requirement of Jesus, 
“hing that greatest of all christian graces, charity. 
; apostle has settled the point, by declaring that 

eend of the commandment is charity, out of a 
“feart, and of faith unfeigned.” And again, 
‘Ut0 your faith virtue —knowledge—temperance= 
Nence—godliness——brotherly kindness—charity.” 
t such is the spirit of the Saviour’s reqnisitions, 
G ‘be evident to all, who will allow themselves 
* to reflect’ on the several instances, recorded by 
or evangelists, in which he discountenanced 
‘lorbid all uncharitable censures or desires.— 
"8g required expansive and impartial benevo- 








lence, he said, by way of reproof, “ye know not 
what spirit ye are of.’ “Jf ye forgive not men 
their trespasses. neither will your heavenly father 
forgive your trespasess.” Such are the command- 
ments,in doing which, men are entiled to the fol- 
lowing blessing or reward. 

2 The reward, consists in having a right to the 
tree of life, and entering in by the gates into the city. 
‘Ve inust attempt then, toexplain those particulars. 
By “the tree of life” we ave to understand the poc 
TRINF of Jesus Christ, in its spirituality and power. 
The testimony is,“ I am the resurrection and the 
life. He that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live ; ard whosoever liveth in me, shall 
never die.” “He that believeth onthe son hath 
everlasting life ; he that believeth not, shall not see 
life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” “ The 
words that | speak unto you—are life,” Asa ser- 
vant of Christ, St. Paul said to the ids who disbe- 
lieved and rejected this doctrine, * seeing ye judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles.’ He also calls it “the ministry of re- 
conciliation ; that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself.’ This gospel of Christ is a rev- 
elation of “ lifeand immortality 3? and the writer 
of the apocalypse says, * And he shewed mea pure 
river of the water of life, clear as chrystal, proceeding 
ont of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the 
midst of the street of it, and on either side of the 
river was the tree of life—which bear twelve-—fruits ; 
i. e. yieldeth her fruit every mouth : and the leaves of 
the tree for the healing of the nations ;” (for soit reads, 
omitting the supplied words, itvitalics.) These “fruits” 
most aptly represent the comforts, consolations and 
hopeproduced by the doctriné of eternal truth, in those 
who are authorized, by obedience to the divine com- 
mands, to participate of thesame. ‘ The leaves of 
this tree” arethe moral andpractical precepts of the 


gospel, deprived of which, the doctrine of Jesus 


would appear like a towering cedar, stript of its foil- 
age, with its extended branches torn and injured by 
the tempest. What a glorious privilege to have 
right to a tree, of which it might be said, 


* From Jesse's root, behold a Branch arise, 

Whose sacred flower with fragrance fills the skies ; 
The ethereal Spirit o’er its leaves shall move, 

And on itstep descend the mystic Dove.” 

But blessed are they that do his commandments, 
because they shall also,“ enter by the gates into the 
city.’ That the city here mentioned is not the final 
state of celestial beatification, or what is sometimes 
called heaven, in the highest and most glorious 
sense, will appear evident, when we consider that 
itis represented as coming down from God out of 
heavey ; that is, it isa divine revelation of heaven- 
ly things. * And I John saw the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as bride for ber husband.” This holy 
city is syncnymous with the kingdom of heaven so 
frequently mentioned by the evangelists. ‘ Repent 
ye, and believe the gospel; for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” “ But if IT by the finger of 
God, cast out devils, then is the kingdom of God 
come (coming) unto you.” Thy kindgdom come; 
chy will be done in earth,as it isdone in heaven.” 
Thus the holy city comes down from God, It is the 
gospel dispensation, which opened upon the world 
by degrees, and was not fully come until the Jewish 
dispensation was abolished, aud the numerous 
hindrances which it occasioned to christianity, were 
effectually removed and done away. St. Paul speaks 
of the same dispensation of infinite grace and salva- 
tion, as a most perfect revelation from ‘heaven, in 
the twelfth chapter of Hebrews, both as a city and a 
kingdom. Thus ;—“ But ye are come to Mount Si- 
on, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem,&c. And again, “Wherefore we receiveing 
a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably, with rever- 
ence and godly fear.” Many passages might be 


quoted to corroborate the explanation we have given 








of the holy city ; but the above are deemed sufficient 
Phe meaning evidently is, that the joys and felicitics 
which the doctrine of Jesus produces in the heart, are 
the rightfal portion of those who obev his command. 
ments. A mere profession of his religion is pot 
enough ; it is the doer of the word, that is blessed. 
To represent the perfection of the heavenly Jispensa- 
tion, the holy city or new Jerusalem, is exhibited as 
a perfect square, of equal length, breadth and height ; 
being illuminated by “the glory of God,” and the 
“light of the Lamb” The eternal and immutable 
principles of righteousness as revealed, in part, to 
“the twelve tribes of the children of Istael,” (as re- 
corded in the Old Testament,) and in its full extent 
to “the twelve apostles,” (as contained in the New.) 
are figuratively represented by “twelve gates,” by 
which we enter the encircling and defensive “ wall” 
of salvation ; for it is the nations of the saved, who 
feast on the ambrosia of the tree of life. The dispen- 
sation being accessible in all directions, the avenues 
to its blessings are found on all sides of the celesting 
city. The gospel of Christ, as taught by bis messen- 
gers, not only embraced the spirituality of the ten 
commandinents, but superadded thereto, two more ; 
viz. the new command, “ That ye love one another, 
as I have loved you,” and this also, “Leve your 
ENEMIES,” as well as each other. The pecolinr 
blessings of this kingdom of God on earth, are the 
portion of real Christians of whatever name or na- 
tion. Let us all, therefore, strive to become experi- 
mentally acquainted with these things, that even in 
this state of being, we may have right to the tree of 
life, and enter the new Jerusalem. 


‘PRACTICAL. 
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SKETCH PREACHER---NO. 10. 


Psalm xxvii. 4, 5.—One thing have I desired of 
the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dicell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to inqgutre in his temple. 
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pa- 
villion ; in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide 
me, he shall set me upen a rock. 


The Psalmist was deeply versed in the vicissitudes 
of human fortune. Tle was familiar by experience, 
with numberless sections in this variable chapter,-- 
He had alternately floated upon the tide of prosper- 
ity, and sunk beneath the waves of ‘adversity. He 
had enwreated himself with the honor of victory, and 
had them torn from him by defeat on the field of 
contending armies. He had enjoyed the confidence 
and the endearments of friendship, and endured the 
pungent agonies which treachery inflicts upon its 
victims. He had moved in all the splendour of a 
throne, and he had also sought security in caves and 
deus of the earth, Experienced in these, and other 
various vicissitudes of fortune, he was qualified’ to 
determine, with considerable certainty at least, the 
surest source of human safety and happiness, On 
this subject he expresses himself with sufficient clear- 
ness in the first verse of the text: “ To dwellin the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life; to behold 
the beauty of the Lord; and to inquire in his tem- 
ple.” Inthis way, the Psalmist declares his supreme 
devotedness to the great truths and precepts of re- 
vealed religion. By along and deliberate attention 
to them, he was convinced of their importance and 
utility in the various concerns of human life. He 
has doubtless particular reference to the Jewish na- 
tional worship. By a cheerful and constant atten- 
tron to the prescribed forms of public homage, his 
sentiments of piety and social virtue were rendered 
permanent, pure and elevated. By an habitual ex- 
‘mination of the principles and requirements of 
religion, his faith was fixed in God, and bis hear: 
inclined to the practice of moral goodness. These 
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he iearned by experience, afforded the highest en- 
joyment in prosperity, and the greatest support in 
adversity. His views of religion were probably more 
vbscure and circumscribed, than many pessess, whose 
understandings are illumined by the progressive light 
of the gospel; but still muperfect as they were, he 
found them a source of support and solace, while 
struggling under the frowns of misfortune, superior 
to every other consideration.” Now, what religion 
was to the Psalmist, it will be to every one who has 
an experimental knowledge of it. Every devout wor- 
shipper of the living God, in every period, and in 
every section of the globe, will find in pure and un- 
defiled religion, a safe retreat from the storms of ad- 
versity. When troubles drink up his spirit, and the 
tempests of the world are spreading desolation around 
him, it opens to his view a “ pavilion,” in which he 
may hide himself from their violence, and securely 
survey “the beauty of the Lord.” The consolations 
of religion, flowing as they do, in a great measure, 
froin confidence in the perfections of its Author, and 
the fitness of all his allotments, impart fortitude to 
the mind and cheerfulness to the heart amid the most 
calamitous scenes of life. ‘ For in the time of trou 
ble he shall hide me in his pavillion ; in the secret of 
his tabernacle shail he hide me; he shall set me 
upon a rock.” Thougb figurative, this verse forci- 
bly expresses the security and comforts produced by 
habitual piety. The blessings however, resulting 
from religion are not confined to any select number 
of individuals. There are two great purposes to be 
answered in the cultivation of religious institutions 
aad habits. !. The advancement of the secular in- 
terests of the community. 2. The furtherance of in- 
dividual happiness, abstracted from public consider 
tions. Now, any theory of religion which leads to 
the practice of truth, righteousness, and social benev- 
olence, may be sufficient for the first of these objects. 
But a peculiar confidence in the future protection 
and mercy of God, is essential to individual happi- 
ness. Every man is comparatively miserable till he 
firmly believes, that with respect to himself, “ God is 
good” and doeth nothing but good—that his grace is 
sufficient” for him, and that “he will never leave 
sim nor forsake him.” With this confidence he can 
“rejoice even in tribulation.” However gloomy 
‘he present aspect of his affairs may appear, he feels 
vertain that “all things work together for guod.”— 
fet this confidence be universally diffused and ra- 
sional bappiness will be co-extensive with mankind. 
‘* He that hath this hope in him purifieth himself even 
us he is pure.” And the faithful witness assures us, 
that “the pure in heart are blessed.” Into those 
views, and this frame of mind the pure religion of 
Jesus brings its subjects. Fora moment then, tet us 
consider the influence of this religion upon a person 
.» the hour of adversity. And Ist. It prepares the 
mind to encounter with fortitude; the most sévere 
shocks of misfortune. Accustomed to contemplate 
the vicissitudes in the Ife of his Lord and Master, 
the christian expects but little from the world, and 
much from his God. If troubles surround him, and 
he meet with new conflicts at every step, he is not 
disappointed. “ Inthe world he expects tribulation,” 
but he can * be of good comfort,” for his ** Redeemer 
has overcome the world,’ and he is confident that 
every sigh he heaves, and every pang he endures, 
brings him nearer the period of all his wants and his 
woes. 2d. The practical christian, in the day of ad- 
versity, can with propriety look for commiseration 
from those around him. He has made deposits in 
the hearts of his acquaintance against a time of need. 
Having been liberal to the poor when wealthy, he has 
a claim for generous assistance, though his “mches 
should take to themselves wings, and as an eagle fly 
away.” Distinguished for fathtulness and compas- 
sion in prosperity, he can reasonably expect, and will 
doubtless receive, a corresponding return in adversi- 
ty. The habitually irreligious have no such store in 
reserve. Having done nothing when in their power, 
they have no claims, in justice, when sorely pressed 
with want. Sd. But should the purely religious man, 
in the day of humiliation and affliction, find pothing 
but ingratiiude returned for bis precious kindness and 
generosity, he still has a solace, a subject of reftection 
which cannot fail to alleviate his miseries. ‘He has, 
on better days, helped the poorand needy; he has en- 
deavored to direct his steps fortunately, and he calmly 


leaves the result with a wisely directing providence. 
Not so the careless irreligionist. His retrospections 
are all painful. 4. The humble disciple of Christ, 
who has endeavored to conform his life to the pre- 
cepts of his religion, is supported and comforted un- 
der all his troubles, by the hope of a speedy deliver- 
ance from his sufferings, and a future possession of 
rest and glory. He triumphs in the belief, that 
“ weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning.” Kind readers, suffer the word of ex- 
hortation, to go, and do likewise. 
EE ST PT Ee 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 


[~The N. Y. Gospel Herald, of the 13th inst. contains a 
communication signed by Jerem1ak Onrx, and four other re- 
spectable individuals, of Shaftsbury, (Vt.) giving an account 
of the excommunication of a worthy matron by the name of 
Mary Maruewson, from the Baptist Church in that place, for 
believing in the unlimited and impartial goodness of her heav- 
enly Father. We are sorry that our limits will not permit us 
to give this unchristianlike transaction entire, (it having taken 
place under peculiar circumstances, the lady having just lost 
her husband, and had a lovely daughter at the point af death,) 
but we have omitted some original matter to make room for 
the following excellent letter written by Mrs. M_ in conse- 
quence of the treatment she had received from the Church. | 
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SHAFTsBURY, Vt. Jan 26, 1824.. 

My dear brethren and sisters—It is with the greatest. 
sorrow and regret that I now write the following address 
to you, that must consequently exclude me from your 
fellowship and society. But the exercises of my mind 
drives me to these painful scenes of my natural feelings ; 
although the sentiment that I now embrace, carries my 
mind beyond all earthly societies, finding the blest Re- 
deemer to be * a friend that sticketh closer than a_broth- 
er.” Notwithstanding my lover and friend is called from 
iny embraces, and my brethren and sisters turn from me 
as from an heretic; yet, “in the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength :” there I feel to cast all my sorrows 
and burdens, that I pass through in this checquered scene 
of life, which are not few nor smal). 

True, my brethren, I have called on the dear Saviour 
of the world to plead my cause, that] might ever be 
suitably prepared to meet every scene of life, both spirit- 
ual and temporal, and that my mind might ever be di- 
rected to all truth, and thatI might ever have right views 
of the holy Scriptures, tha} 1 might not be deceived. 
This has been the desire of my.heart ever since I first 
experienced the love of God in inmy soul, which was in 
the year 1796 ; which I strove hard to obtain by my own 
works ; but I found I could not: Iwas obliged to fall 
into the hands of the blest Redeemer, wretch, as I 
was, for Icould do nothing of myself to merit salvation. 
Then the love of Jesus flowed into my.soul, and at that 
time 1 saw a fulness in Christ for the whole human family, 
and thought I could myself convince my fellow youth of 
the realities of a Saviour; but alas! I found myself 
mistaken. 

Soon after this, I went to live with a baptist minicter, 
and in conversation told him, that I thought there was a 
fulness in Christ for the whole human family; but the 
answer he made me was this: * True,it seems, when the 
love of God first flows into any one’s soul, they think 
there is a sufficiency for the whole race of Adam ; but, 
alas ! dear sister, you will find yourself mistaken. I can 
soon convince you, and tell you what is right.” Ashe 
was a strong Calvinist, he quoted a number of passages 
which he thought were the strongest on that priaciple.— 
The first was this: * Hath not the potter power over the 
clay, temake one vessel to konor and another to dishon- 
or:” And explaining a great number of passages fully 
on the Calvinist sentiment, which soon convinced me 
that I was wrong, and he was right ; this greatly confus- 
ed my mind. Although I believed it was true, still, when 
{ came to look on the human family, and think that a 
part of them were to be doomed to endless wo and mis- 
ery, it caused great grief to rest on my mind, although ] 
fully believed it was so, and for this sentiment I earnestly 
contended many years. But at last my mind was vio- 
lentiy exercised again, by the death of one of my brothers, 
whieh, if,my sentiment be true, doomed him to remediless 
wo, as he bad Jeft no convincing proof of obtaining hap- 
piness. 

At this time I undertook reading the Scriptures for my- 
self, to see whether my sentiment was agreeable to the 
word of God or not. This principle was so grafted in 
my mind that I could not give it up. But often looking 
upon my lender infants, thinking they might be doomed 
to endless wo and misery, which caused my blood almost 
to chillin my veins: but in reviewing the exercises of 
my mind, when I was under the influences of the Holy 
Spirit of God, in prayer and supplication “ for a’? men to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth,” then reflecting 
why my mind should be so exercised if it was contrary to 





the wll of God, J could not tell. Being sensible that | 








had received asmali drop of love from the fountain oj 
all good, and in consequence of these perpetual reflec. 


‘tions and researches after truth, and long deliberations, 


I was led to the following premises: 


That there is one infinite and immutable God : this no. 


reasonable person nor society will pretend to deny, (for I 
cannot believe in a /imeted God) this the works of crea. 
tion alone demonstrate ; and not only they, but the Holy 
Scriptures do testify tothe same. Now to-infer fror 
such premises, that God, who is declared to be love, has 
from or before the world sprang from non-existence, by 
hisimmutable decrees doomed a part of his intelligen; 
creation to unceasing and the most excrutiating torture, 
for crimes that were decreed they should do, is unrecon. 
cileable to reason and the oracles of. Ged : and for me, 
(for 1 mean to be an honest person) therefore, I came to 
this conclusion, that God being infinite, possessed wisdom 
to plan and power to execule ; for he has declared, that 
* he worketh all things after the counsel of his own wiil),” 
And finding it recorded in the sacred volume, that it « js 
his will that ail men should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth;” I must believe in the salvation 
of all men finally,or else his will must be revoked, and 
his infinity cease tobe. Furthermore, it is declared jy 
the Scriptures, “The ransom was for all men, to be tes. 
tified in due time.” And likewise Paul declares, tha; 
“ Christ tasted death for every man,” and will this be in- 
effectual? It is declared, when speaking of the dissolu- 
tion of this mortal system, that “ the body returns to 
dust, and the spirit to God who gave it;” and it is ad- 


ded, that Christ in his prayer to the Father hath declared, 


that as“ the Father hath given him power over ail flesh 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him.” Brethren, should it be asked, How many are 
given him? Itis answered, God, who at sundry times 
and in divers manners, spake in times past unto the fath- 
ers by the prophets, hath in these fast days spoken unto 
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds.” Sisters, should fur- 
ther evidence be asked, 1 will. appeal to the oracles of 
Divine truth ; God, by the prophet Ezekiel hath declar- 
ed, * .4il souls are mine.” Christ to the Father sayeth, 
“ 411 thine are mine, and mine are thine :” The Father 
sayeth, “ Ask of me, andI will give the heathen thine in- 
neritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth thy pos- 
session.” 

Brethren and sisters, Am I, for believing all these unit- 
ed testimonies, to be called an heretic ? AmIto be sect 
at naught, and be calleda fool, ferbehering the * resti- 
tution of all things, which Gea hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began :” Am } 
to be calumniated and called a backslider, for believ- 


ing that * Jesus Christ is the propitiation for our sins. 


and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world 2” I believe that God hath a will, and that will is 
not to be determined by men ; “ for ‘he worketh all 
things after the counse] of his own will.” 1 believe, also, 
there isa mystery in his will, andthe apostle Paul in- 
forms us what it is: * Having made known uuto us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation 0! 


the fulness of times he might gather together in one all: 


things in Christ, both which.are in heaven and on. earth 
even inhim.” Brethren and sisters, ask yourselves the 
question, Do you, with the apostles, believe in the ful- 
ness of times? Let your consciences answer. Again, Ii 
is added, that “ God will have all men to be saved and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth ; for there is one 
God and one Mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.” Dear brethren and sisters, I have 
received admonitions from this church; both by word 
and by letter, accusing me of heresy, and accompanied 
with a passage of scripture which was once repeated tc 
me in this church, after declaring my sentiment; of which 
I attempted to give an explanation, but was prohibited, 
and told there was no time for argument ; and in conse 
quence of being prohibited my explanation at that ume, 
I fee] it incumbent on me togive you my- opinion of the 
passage in writing: the words are these ait If you «ie 
in your sins, where 1 goye cannot come.’ ™ Now 3 
order to give the true meaning of this passage of scrip 
ture, I shall quote to you the following, from Jone 
xiii. 33. “ Little children, yet a little while T am with 
you, ye shall seck me,and as I said unto the Jews, — 
erl go ye cannot come ; so now J say to you. And in tie 
86th verse. Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither 
goestthou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou 
canst not follow me now, buttheu shalt follow. me alter 
ward.” These words are divect in point, to prove that 
the apostles, as well as the unbelieving Jews, could not 
follow Christ then ; but that they should follow him here- 
after. Christ.toid the Jews, “ Behold, your house 1s be : 
unto you desolate ;” and then adds,“ for I say unto net 
Ye shall not see me henceforth éill ye shall say, Blesse¢ * 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” For furthe! 


*There is no such passage. Probably Jobn viii, 2}. is intence* 
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| and both he and the Rev. Mr. Smith, both of Cornwall, on 


yoof of the resto ation of that partof Israel, that was 
broken off through unbelief, I request you all to read the 
eleventh chapter of Romans, for it is there declared, that 


all should be saved.” 
I have only stateda very small part of the trial of my 


mind on the change of my. sentiment ; being afraid of 
wearying your patience. But if you would wish further 
experience on the subject, if the Lord willyl will endeavor 
to give a full explanation hereafter ; if my mind should 
continue to be under the same exercise that it new is. 
But, dear brethren and sisters, if I should see my former 
sentiment to be true, I never can confess but what my 
heart and soul were sincere in writing this letterto you. 

Now, with a short address, I will conciude. Dear 
prethren and sisters, although there: is a seperating line 
drawn between us here on this-earthly ball, yet [. feel, 
when Christ gathers together the sinful race of man, that 
i: shall strike those heavenly notes, the song of praise and 
adoration to the Lord that liveth for ever and ever, to- 
vether with you and the remaining souls which he has 
mate. Lest I should weary your patience, I will con- 
elude with hallelujah to God in the highest, peace on 
earth, end good will to men. 


“Is there ambition in my heart? 
Search, gracious God, and see. 
Or do Lacta haughty part? 
Lord, I apppeal to thee.” 
MARY MATHEWSON. 
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‘““) AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


Cee OOOO OOOO OOOH EHH H EOE. COREE EO HERES EES OS 

We dispense-with some editorial articles for this paper, to 
make room for the following extract of a letter from Wiscas- 
set and the Obituary notice from Farmington, which will be 
found ina subsequent column. It is hoped that too much 
liberty has not been assumed in taking so copious an extract 
from a private letter. Though it does not appear to have 
been written for publication, it is well calculated to do good, 
in every neighborhood where our paper is read. It not only 
appears tohave been dictated by the right spirit, but may be 
relied on as substantially correct. Our cbject in giving it 
publicity, is not somuch to inform our readers of the rough 
and unkind treatinent, which the sick and dying of like pre- 
wious faith, receive from some of their opposers, as to adinon- 
ish and reform such ministers and people, as would be liable 
in future to pursue the same impolitic course. Such opposers 
of Universalism should pause, and reflect upon the tendency 
of their conduct. They should consider how painful it must 
he for a Universalist, “‘ who sees a brother in a foe,” to meet 
with such abrupt usage upon a dying pillow, because he can- 
not see with the eyes of his religious antagonist. Sharp and 
barbed are those arrows of contempt, which bigotry hurls at 
his bosom. The kind and gentle treatment which our de- 
parted brother received from the liberal disbelievers in his 
speculative opinions, is worthy of perpetual remembrance. 
While we heartily sympathize with the widow and fatherlegs, 
for the irreparable loss they have sustained, let us not refrain 
to rejoice in the extraordinary truth, that even a few, profess- 
ing the doctrine of endless misery, can be found, that would 
acknowledge our unwavering brother was a christian Univer- 
salist. 

The Obituary article from Farmington is unutterably pain 
tul, to the tender feelings of the heart. The death of brother 
Stinchfield, shocking in its circumstances, will be deeply felt 
by several persons in this town, who were formerly his ac- 
quaintance. Indeed, as citizens and brethren, we know how 
‘0 sympathize with the community and Society at Farmington 
We have tasted the waters of adversity. Neighbors and 
ine nbers of our fraternity have been called away. Itis ours 
‘* wander among the tombs, to listen fer the whisperings of 
the lingering spirits of ‘the dead, whefe former friendships are 
sec ningly revived, & things which exist oply in remembrance, 
rush upon the mind, with the force of existing realities. But 
proicring our condelences to our mourning absent friends, we 
rare close these remarks, and‘in our-heart implore upon them 
‘e richest consolations of the gospel of Jesus. 

Wiscasset, March 15, 1824. 
Brother, Srrecter—I set down this morning to 
“ommunicate to you the painful intelligence of the 
Geath of Brother Francis Licar of this town, 
Matt" since, Br. Light was taken sick 

‘ent fever, which came very near termi- 
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nating his mortal career, Weaile in this situation 
and while in continual expectation of leaving the 
things of time, he wos frequently visited by that 
class of comforters, which, in the days of old, offer- 
ed their consolations to the afflicted Job. At one 
Aime, when he was in momentary expectation of dis- 
‘solution, a Mr. called on him and asked him if 
he still held to his former opinions, &c ; to which 
he answered that he ‘‘ believed ina state of happy 
existence in: the eternal world for every soul of 
man: and received in reply, “that if this were 
the case, he must perish.” After some comversa- 
tion, Br. L. asked him to make a prayer ; which 
was done inthe common style of addresses on such 
occasions, and in order to strike the greater dread in 
the mind of Br. L. he caught his hat, for the pur- 
pose of retiring suddenly—thus by a kind of “ stage 
trick” endeavoring to bewilder and terrify the mind 
of an apparently dying man. Br. LL. observing his 
haste, requested him to call again; to which Mr. 
replied * I have washed the skirts of my gar- 
ments of the blood of your immortal soul ;’? and im- 
mediately left him without ever condescending to 
pay him a second visit. 

Br. L. was frequently called upon, during the 
most severe part of this sickness to contend for the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, till completely ex- 
hausted ; and although he afterward so far recover- 
ed as to leave the house, yet, it left him in a declin- 
ing state of health, and about six weeks before his 
death, he was confined to his dwelling, and a great 
part of the time, to his ked ; during which the same 
Mr. -called to visit a family in an adjoining 
part of the house, and Br. Iu. sent ina request to 
see him, which was refused (probably because he 
had once washed his garments of his blood.) Be. 
L. however, though very weak and feeble, tho’t it 
his duty to go and see him ; which he did, and found 
that he still held the same uncharitable opinions re- 
specting the future state of universalists, giving Br. 
L. to understand that he believed no universalist 
to be a christian, and consequently never could be 
saved. : 

All who professed to be followers of Cluist how- 
ever that called upon him, did not usé thei so un- 
charitably, Two other clergymen and some mem- 
bers of the different churches in thistown who visit- 
ed him and witnessed his resignation, his piety, and 
his truly christian feelings, were led to believe him 
what he professed to be,a christian universalist. One 
of them expressed a wish that ali might be such 
universalists as Br. L. and the other (Dr. Packard) 
who attended his funeral, remarked, in his observa- 
ttons upon the occasion, that “ whatever might be 
his speenlative opinions, he certainly possessed that 
disposition of mind and those feelings of heart, 
which entitled a man to the character of a chris- 
ftian.” Being absent from town during his confine- 
ment, I had but few opportunities of conversing with 
him. I saw. him however two or three times and 
was with him when he expired. It is needless for 
me to dwell upon the calmness and resignation with 
which he met the “ king of terrors,” when the very 
opposers of: his-religious sentiments bear witness, 
that christian universalism is that. which is as good 
to die by as to live by. 


Yours, &c. 
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MISSIONARY WEDDING. 


Our friend “ Nothingarian,” appears to complain most 
bitterly, ‘ though not a Subscriber,” on account of our having 
re-published an article from the Connecticut Herald, concern- 
ing the marriage which took place at Cornwall, between a full 
blooded Indian and a respectable young white female. We 
are told that “ the story is incredible,” that “no thames are 
mentioned,” and, indeed, that “ such an awful and shameless 
match, never was solemnized in the land of steady habits ” 
Now, althougl: we cannot be held responsible for an article 
re-published without a single remark of ours, still we must in- 
form our complaining friend that he is undoubtedly mistaken 
\ match, which ‘he sees fit to honor with such appropriate 
epithets, was unquestionably. solemnized, as before related. 
Che young woman's name was Sally -Vorthrop, as is learned 
by the American Eagle, and her father was formerly a Stew- 
ard at the Cornwall School, She was not more than nineteen 


years old, and joined ‘in wedlock with a young son. of the 
orest, whose name we shall not mention at this time And 
had not the fair one’s name been already published, pity for 
the relatives would prevent its appearance in our columns. 
Uhe intention of marriage was readily published by Rev. Mr. 





Stone, on the Sunday before the “ awful match” was legalized, 


the Tuesday following, were at the wedding, and performed 
the awful service. 

We deo not attach the least blame to the young Indian, 
whose pious soul or new heart, was “smitten with love” for 
one of the Connecticut fair. No; the blame, and we fear the 
dreadful malediction rests on the heads of those imprudent 
patrons of Missions, who encouraged and forwarded the con- 
templated union. Our soul endures bitter grief that parents 
should suffer their unsuspecting daughters to be caressed and 
fascinated by Indian beaux or religious dand%s of color. To 
use another's words, we say to “ Nothingarian,” that “ it was 
a clear missionary wedding, intended for the benefit of mis- 
sions, caused by the true missionary spirit, and will no doubt, 
produce missionary pappooses in abundance.” If we are not 
misinformed, some of the zealous, even in Maine, declare that 
they would rather have their children marry pious Indiaus, 
than irreligious white men. But we pause, to mourn for the 
madness of sectarian zeal. 


MARRIED. 
In Westbrook, by the Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. David Knigi’ 
to Miss Mary Knight. 


DInD. 


In Farmington, on the 15th inst. Janemian Stincurirtc, 
Esq. in the 50th year of his age; and Major Bexsamin 
Bevcngr, aged 42 years, both Selectinen of that town as re- 
elected fourteen days previous to their death. 

The circumstances of Esquire Stincnriecp’s death were 
peculiarly distressing. On the day of his dissolution he ac- 
companied his two sons and two hired laborers, who were 
engaged in procuring fuel, into the wood. —_ In the act of dis- 
lodging a tree from one against which it had fallen, it fell, in 
an unforseen manner, upon the head of the deceased, and 
broke in his scull, of which wound he expired in about six 
hours after the shocking accident. 

The writer of this article has long been convinced, that 
obituary eulogiu::s have too frequently followed the demise of 
persons, in many respects undeserving them. But this does 
by no means preclude the propriety of asserting the merits, 
and exhibiting the virtue of such as in justice deserve them. 
It is detracting none from the merits of other valuable 
citizens, to say that no man could have been taken from the 
town in which he lived, or from the section of country around 
him, whose death could have produced a more universal 
sentiment of sorrow among the community. | He was revered, 
respected and beloved by every member of that large circle of 
acquaintance which knew him. He was the best of husbands, 
one of the mest kind and faithful of fathers; an affectionate 
brother; an intefiigent and valeable momber-of geciety , a 
good neighbor ; a friend and benefactor to the needy and 
distressed ; an uncommonly useful magistrate andan excellent 
officer in town. He was interred with Masonic honors by 
Maine Lodge of feee and accepted Masons, of which Lodge 
he was a main pillar, a worthy brother and past master. For 
many years he rad been a most valuable and active member 
of the Universalist society in that town, whose loss will in- 
deed be most sensibly felt. His faith inthe universal benevo- 
lence of God was firm, consistent and unwavering, and he 
adorned the doctrine by a well ordered life and good conver- 
sation. Alas! He, upon whom (undér God) we leaned, and 
to whom we looked for council, has bid us along adieu! But 
he has gone, as we firmly trust, to join the company 0 
blood-washed millions around the Father’s throne. While 
we mourn his sudden exit on our own, we rejoice on his a¢ 
count, that he has left a scene of sorrow and imperfection, to 
enjoy one of perfection and blessedness. 

Farewell bright soul! we mourn thy sudden flight ; 
But, peace—be still! He dwells with God in light. 

In justice to the character of Major Bricner, it ought to be 
observed, that he was a generous and honest-hearted friend 
and neighbor; a good citizen ; a well informed and valuable 
-military officer in the regiment of Cavalry to which he belong- 
ed; an excellent public man, and a good member of society 
if good works are any evidence of the christian character, he 
exhibited sufficient to satisfy any one. He belonged to no 





or gee denomination of christians; but his views were-- 


iberal, and he possessed that charity toward all, which is the 
bond of perfectness. He died after a distressing illness of 
five days continuance. = 

The town of Farmington was, perhaps, never before visited 
with so grievous a dispensation of Divine providence, as it 
was on that day, which cut down two of its most valuable, 
influential and wealthy citizens; and deprived them of two 
out of the three fathers of the town. kLvery house may be 
said to have been “a house of mourning.” And the evi: 
dence of their conviction of their loss, and of the respect they 
entertained for their deceased friends, was exhibited in the 
unprecedented multitudes which assembled to witness the 
funeral obsequies of those, whom they so frequently had 
honored. May this signal dispensation of heaven be sancti- 
fied to the best interests of the bereaved partners, children 
and other relatives ofeach respeetive family ;—to the best 
good of the town in which they lived ;—of society generally, 
and of the sacred cause of christianity. 

In Belfast, a few weeks since, Capt. Solomon Kimball, after 
a long and distressing illness, which he bore with fortitude and 
patience, Some of his last words were, “ Tell my friends 
that Universalism is good to die by.” His hope in the Savier- 





of all anen, was as an anchor to his soul sure and steadfast. 
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MEEKNESS. 


“ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 


Blest are the meek, the sacred train 
Who from all gailtiness refrain, 

_ Through life’s still varying scene : 
Who, though the tempest rages fast, 
Amidst the fury of the blast, 

Are gentle and serene! 


‘Che power which shakes the mountain brow, 
4nd bids the knotted oak to bow, 
And binds the eagle’s wings, 
Yet spares the lily’s tender form, 
And sheds the fury of the storm 
On loftier, mightier things. 


So, while Ambition, Power and Pride, 
Spread moral desolation wide, 

And fill the world with woe ; 
The meck, in secret silence laid, 
Court the seclusion of the shade, 

Nor tremble at the blow. 


As some pure river, deep and wide, 
{1 silence rolls its gentle tide, 

And seeks the boundless sea : 
Chus, inobtrusive flow their years, 
While to their ardent gaze appears 


A blest eternity. [ Chester field. 


a 











MISCELLANEOUS. 














PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 

PaILosopnHy confines its views to this world prin- 
cipelly. At endeavors to satisfy man with the grov- 
elling joys of earth ull he returns to that earth from 
which he was taken. Christianity takes a nobler 
flight. Her course is directed towards immortality. 
Thither she conducts her votary, and never forsakes 
him, till having introduced him into the society of 
angels, she fixes his eternal residence among the 
spirits of the just. Philosophy can only -heave a 
sigh, a longing sigh after immortality. Eternity is 
to her an unknown vast, in which she soars on con- 
jecture’s trembling wing. Above—beneath—around 
—is an unfathomable void; and doubt, uncertainty, 
or despair, are the result of all her inquirieg.—— 
Christianity, on the other hand, having furnished all 
necessary information concerning life, with firm and 
undaunted step crosses death’s narrow isthmus, and 
boldly launches forth into that dread futurity which 
borders on it. Her path is marked with glory. The 
once dark and dreary regions lightens as she ap- 
proaches it, and benignly siniles as she passes over it. 
faith follows where she advances, till reaching the 
summit of the everlasting hills, an unknown scene 
in endless varieties of loveliness and beanty presents 
itselt, over which the ravished eye wanders without 
a cloud to dim, or a limit to obstruct its sight. In 
the midst of this scene, rendered luminous by the 
glory which covers it, the city—-the palace—the 
throne of God appears. Trees of life wave their 
embrosisl tops around it; rivers of salvation issue 
from beneath it; before it angels touch their harps 
of living melody, and saints in sweet response 
breathe forth to the listening heavens their grateful 
songs. The breezes of paradise waft the symphony, 
and the pending sky directs itto the earth. The 
redeemed of the Lord catch the distant sound, and 
a sudden rapture. "Tis the voice of departed friend- 
ship—friendship, the loss of which they mourned 
upon earth, but which they are now assured will be 
restored in the heavens,fiom whence a voice is heard 
o say, “fear not; death cannot injure you; the 
gray cannot confine you; through its chill mansion, 
grace will conduct you up to glory. We wait your 


arrival; haste therefore, come away,”—Dr. Nolt. 


1 This sentence has fallen times without number from 
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UNIVERSALISM. 
Mr. Eprrorn—Uunversalism will not do to die by. 





the lips of Limitarians, and has been as often contra- | 
dicted by Universalists. Having just devoted a little 
time to direct deliveration upon this subject, [ wish 
to lay the result before the readers of the Intelligen-’ 
cer. ‘To one who understands the doctrine of Um- 
versaiism to consist essentially, in the endless love of) 
God to every rational creature, as it was commended 
to the world in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the influence of this love on the creature, produ- 
cipg a return of love, obedience, and eternal happi- 
ness, the above assertion appears to be an evident 
falsehood, Such a person cannot perceive, why this 
view of man and his Creator should afford less con- 
fidence and peace of mind in the hour of dissolution, 
than the one which forms a cotpplete contrast with it. 
Why should the certain prospect of ultimately reach- 
ing the delectable heights of immortal glory and rest 
discompose and distress the heart of a dying man? 
And why should a person feel calmly prepared for 
death and eternity, by an assurance, that he has nine- 
ty-nine chances out of a hundred, of sinking down, at 
the momont of death, to interminable wretchedness ? 
This is the way we usually reason upon this topic. 
But in this we take a view of it different from the lin- 
etatians. They do not, I apprehend, mean that no 
one, holding firmly till the last to this doctrine, can 
die tranquilly ; but that it will not answer the pur- 
poses of eternity, or ip other words, that the order of 
things there will render it totally untenable. If 
their darling tenant of endless torture be true, umver- 
salism will not do for men after death. This, I be- 
lieve, is the true state of the case. Now taking into 
consideration all our opposers mean,they are uhdoubt- 
edly correct. In any place where perpetual torment 
is carried on, universalism will never do, It is con- 
trary to its name, nature and productions. But even 
admitting the shameless notion of eternal misery to 
be a truth, universalism will prove inconcievably the 
the best doctrine for men in the present state. It ex- 
actly accords with the revealed nature and will of God, 
with his feomises and commands, and also with the 
known sympathies and duties of man, Parents and 
children, husbands and wives, citrzens and foreigners, 
friends and enemies, may ali promote their interest 
and happiness by a practiaal conformity to the direc- 
tions of universalism. It teach-s them to imitate the 
great and merciful God, in loving, serving, and bless- 
ing one another, But in etermity, if our limitarian 
brethren are not mistaken. there will be a strange al- 
terntion. God, instead of Joving and blessing, will 
late and curse most bitterly more than half his crea- 
tion. Husbands must see their wives, and parents 
their children, hurled from them, and thrust with un- 
merciful vengeance into perdition; must behold the 
once dear delights of their bosoms, frying endlessly 
in the flames of hell-fire, and writhing amid the 

fierceness of infernal torments, and without dropping 
a tear upon those charmers, or upon that bosom» hich 
had so often soothed the sorrows of time, feel a glow 

of extactic transport at the shocking prospect. No 

kind reader, if such unholy and inhuman scenes. are 
to disgrace the transactions of eternity, Universalism 
will not dothere. It would render their exhibition 
forever impossible. S.S. 





From the Litchfield (Conn.) Eagle. 
MISSIONARIES. 


We again renew our pledge, never to write or 
publish another word against the system of missions 
now adopted at the missionary rooms in Boston, if 
one word, principle, or precedent, can be found in 
the Bible, in favor of that system. And we now 
challenge and defy any clergyman, of any place, or 
any sect, to produce a solitary textin its defence. 
Till they will do this, those acting a conspicuous 
part in that system, in this vicinity, or elsewhere, 
have no rightto complain if their names are often 
referred to and brought before the public in the Ea- 
gle, which claims to have espoused the cause of 
religion against that system. And till they will pro- 
duce some Bible, some Gospel, in defence of their 
conduct, they may rely upon it their names will be 


as a defence of religion, or the future liberiy or ciyi} 
privileges of this country seem (o require it, and 
God in his mercy giveth us the means of doing it. 
Of this have they a right to complain ? 


NEW SOCIETIES. 

A new Society bas recently -been formed in the 
town of Rochester, N. Y. denominated “ The First 
Universalist Society in Rochester.” This Society 
have adopted the following Creed as their religious 
Constitution :— 


We believe in One Eternal, Unchangeable, and Infinitely 
Wise, Good, and Powerful Lord God; Who is the sore Crea. 
toi, Proprietor, and Governor of the Universe, the Common 
Father and Impartial Benefactor of a.u mankind. 

We believe Jehovah, who spake in time past by the Jewish 
Prophets, hath spoken to us by bis Sor, Jesus, the Christ ; 
whom he hath appointed Heir of att things; and by whom 
as the Mediator, he will bring avt his intelligent offspring to 
eternal purity and happiness. 

We believe virtue and happiress, vice and misery are ip. 
separably connected, as cause and effect ; and consequently 
in order to be happy, men must “ do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God.” 





A Society has also recently been gathered and or- 
ganized in Belfast, (Me.) to be called “ The first U. 
niversalist Society in Belfast.. 








PROPOSALS 


FOR PRINTING BY SUBSCRIPTION, A VALUABLE 
WORK, ENTITLED . 


A Dictionary of the New Testament, 


CONTAINING 

An Explanation of more than eleven hundred 
words, and Illustrating the most important subjects 
in that Book; by comparing, and bringing together 
the different texts upon the sane subject, so that the 
reader may find on the same page, what the New 
‘Testament writers have said upon the different parts 
of the doctrine cf Curist. . 

The whole designed for the general use of az 
who love the Scriptures, without partiality to avy 
Sect, or denomination. 

N. B. This work to contain a short history of 
the Twelve Aposiles of the Lamb. 

3¥ ELIAS SMITH. 
CONDITIONS. 

1. To be printed on good paper and fair type—contain 
ing about 500 pages, Duodecimo. 

2. To be afforded to subsciibers, at One Dollar twenty- 
five cents. neatly bound and lettered. f 

3. Those who are accountable for eight copies, to re- 
ceive one free. 

4. To be put to press, as soon as five hundred subscrib- 
ers are obtained. 

5. Each book to contain an Engraving, or likeness of 
the Author. 

6. Books to be sent to subscribers, (at their expense) 
and the money paid, when the work is delivered. 

fp Subseriptions to be returned to the Author, in Boston, 
Mass. as soon as it is ascertained what number of Subscribers 
can be obtained. 

Boston, March, 1824. 


> Editors of papers who will give the above an inser- 
tion, and forward the paper that contains it, to the Au- 
thor, shall receive one copy when the work is published. 
ES ARO EL TY ESS 


hfNOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
The Editor takes this opportunity to express his acknow!l- 
edgements and sincere gratitude to all those subscribers who 
have complied with the conditions of this publication; and 
though unpleasant the task, imperious NECEssITy compels him 
to remind DELINQUENTS (especially those in arrears for 
the szconp volume; that IMMEDIA’TE PAYMENT will be 
expected. Jf subscribers cannot make remittances for ONE 
paper annually, how can the editor pay the Prinrer for TFN 
OF TWELVE HUNDRED? To prevent delays, remittances may b+ 
made, by mail, at our expense. 
iz We hope our AGENTS will not fail to make us re- 
turns of those who are in arrears for the SECOND VOL- 
UME, aS we cannot continue the Paper to them, after the 
completion of this volume, unless the Agents become 
RESPONSIPLE fo: the whole amount. 
° ITED 
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